[Periodontal disease and atherosclerosis: an underestimated link?].
Periodontal disease is a common bacterial and destructive disorder of oral tissues. We reviewed epidemiological and experimental to data studies demonstrating close associations between chronic periodontitis and development of generalized inflammation, vascular endothelial injury, and atherosclerosis. Periodontal disease has been convincingly emerging as an important independent cardiovascular risk factor. It deserves timely treatment also as a likely part of primary prevention of ischemic heart disease, stroke, and peripheral vascular disease.